Dignity is a fundamental part of life and it is imperative to acknowledge that the interactions that occur between humans at all levels influence and impact the individual's perception, identity and self-esteem. Within healthcare, dignity should be prioritised to facilitate service users, carers and staff in the implementation and delivery of high quality care while being treated with mutual respect, compassion and understanding.
This thought provoking book gives an overview of the current research relating to dignity within healthcare, offering practical suggestions and identifying ethical issues that need consideration in various healthcare settings. The book is presented in two sections, section one introduces the reader to key theories and methodology, defining and exploring many facets of the concept of dignity, additionally introducing key terms that are relevant within healthcare practice. Section two uses the forum of stories to highlight and identify many examples of maintaining and also violating dignity, leaving the reader to search their personal and professional value base. It encourages the reader to reflect upon their professional attitudes, behaviours and practice during care delivery in relation to preserving and maintaining the dignity of service users and colleagues within their remit of practice. This book will support students of nursing, allied health professionals and healthcare professionals who are delivering care within diverse settings. It will guide reflection, generating new thoughts on the importance of ensuring the inclusion of the concept of dignity within healthcare and potentially enhance not only the quality of care provision but increase job satisfaction.
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